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¥4 Strays

A comedy about dogs being mistreated by their owners and taking a revenge journey seems
to signal B film and in this case it is absolutely true. However Strays does it in a
refreshing and fun-filled manner, lovers of slightly more ridiculous plot lines and
people just seeking for a good time will have a blast with this comedy-packed movie.
Despite its slightly juvenile premise, Strays talks about the lingering problems of pet-
owning that very much still exists. The main character dog obviously gets the treatment
of being traditionally abused. He is neglected by the owner and also suffers from the
owner s callous attempts to abandon him. However the side characters of the gang all
have their own unique trauma to add to this revenge flick. The crowning jewel of the
movie lies in its ending. Our main character is accompanied by his new friends and
eventually finds his way back to his owner to exact his “revenge” (biting his dick
off) Unfortunately, our protagonist has a slight change of heart and decides to simply
say one last goodbye as a closure. The plan of peace is quickly disrupted when the owner
flies into murderous rage and the audience gets to see the absolute chaos and hilarity
of four dogs strapping a human on the floor in a spread eagle position. This leaves the
final shot of our protagonist biting the owner’ s dick off as revenge is completed. The
violence of the scene feels earned and is easily one of the most satisfying payoffs I
have ever had the pleasure of perusing.

Another eye-catching detail of this film is how it is laid out. The plot is simple and
easy to follow. Dog goes from mistreated and abandoned to furious at the acknowledgement
of mistreatment. The friends he met while abandoned are a boon to his soul and allows
him to branch out from the previously quite narrow worldview of family which only
consisted of his owner Doug. The plot also follows the five stages of grief. Audiences
see how Reggie starts out with the denial stage, that his newly found friends break him
out of. Then comes the anger, which is the main catalyst of their revenge journey; the
end goal being to ruin what Doug loves the most, AKA his penis. Then the bargaining



stage comes which sparks off the fight between Reggie’ s new family and his desire for
Doug. The aftermath of the fight leads us to the final two stages which is depression
and acceptance. Reggie goes through this cycle of self-growth and decides to just leave
without enacting vengeance. Doug ruins this and we get our promised satisfying scene of
gore.

After I came out of the theaters, I checked the reviews and comments of this movie. Like
I expected, the reviews were rather mixed and overall did not seem to make a splash on
the cinema scene. Although I was charmed by the movie, I was not surprised at the
audience and critic’ s reviews. Strays is not a masterpiece by any means and the crude
humor presented may come off as juvenile to several audience members. What I liked about
the movie though was that it achieved what it set out to do and did not try to be more.
Strays is a B-film and proud of it. For the people looking for a dumb night of fun and a
really cathartic payoff, this movie will check all the boxes.
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