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[ Emma- An Example of Modernization Done Correctly ]

X/ B

Jane Austen’s novels have always been popular material for adaptations. Many
directors want to have a go at transforming the book onto the silver screen for all to
enjoy. However, the problem is that Austen’s novels, though revolutionary in their
time and deemed classic in ours, do not really fulfill the requirements of the action-
packed flicks currently dominating popular movie trends. Thus, for directors, finding
ways for adapted films to appeal to modern audiences without insulting the delicate
sensibilities of die-hard Austen fanatics is the greatest hurdle to overcome. Many have
failed in the past, but in the case of Emma (2020), it is a raving success.

When reviewing this movie, we must first start from the background, and in
Autumn de Wilde’s Emma, it’s clear that the colors are the main attracting point. The
bright palette so rarely seen in regency period films jumps out and signals the tone of
the movie to the audience almost immediately.It hints at a lighthearted vibe with a rich
background and a tinge of slight hilarity. In fact, the entire film keeps up this vibrant
and refreshing visage that adds to the idyllic countryside, old-money, regency-era
aesthetic that is most coveted at present. Additionally, it suits the timeline progression
of the movie as well, as each act of the movie is signaled by the arrival of a season.
The contrasting colors from decor to clothing provide welcome and vivid visual
directions to the events occurring on screen.

Another major standing-out point of this most recent version of Emma is how
the script is slightly transformed to add much-needed vitality. The scriptwriters have
clearly carefully reviewed the novel and brought the nuanced humor of Austen’s
words to the front center, which breaks up the denser scenes quite nicely. The added
element of comedy fits in smoothly and is executed exceptionally well by the star-
studded cast of the production. Jane Austen’s novels have always featured a colorful
cast of supporting characters, each inhibiting ridiculous personality traits that either
inspire admiration or ridicule. Bill Nighy shines as the lovable hypochondriac
Mr.Woodhouse who flits in and out of the scenes, sprouting off line after line of comic
gold. The vicar, Mr. Elton’s extreme piousness and dramatized devotion to being the
most agreeable member of society is utilized to perfection as a device for Austen’s
satirical commentary on society,especially when his false gentile mask i1s slightly
ripped which reveals a streak of pettiness that puts his every action in a new light.



When it comes to modernizing the text, character dynamics must be updated to
fit along with the new material. Emma expands on the relationships of the members of
Highbury and fleshes out the character growth. This includes the friendship between
Emma and Harriet and the love story between Emma and Mr.Knightley. The movie’s
decision to have Emma rise above the rigid social hierarchy and embrace Harriet as a
companion not only makes more sense in terms of character growth, but also makes
for an infinitely more satisfying conclusion to Emma’s story. As for Mr.Knightley and
Emma, their relationship was more in the background for nearly the entirety of the
story. This makes sense as the novel was in Emma’s point of view and Mr.Knightley
was a trusted friend and advisor that always existed as part of her life. Nonetheless,
when translating their relationship on screen, it is vital to include the thousands of tiny
intimacies that were carefully coded into the words of the novel. Emma ups the
chemistry factor and creates more obvious romantic moments that surprisingly fit in
well with the pace of a movie. The added moments make for a more visually
believable romantic dynamic between the main characters.

The trend of rebooting classic period films has taken over the film industry and
the craze does not seem like it will abate soon. When looking back on the numerous
failed remakes and attempts at modernization, it is easy to tell why Emma stands out
as an excellent adaptation. The changes made in the film fit seamlessly with the
original material precisely because it makes sense for the characters and stays true to
the tone of the novel. In fact, it feels more like an update rather than a script change.
Furthermore, the alternate approaches taken in the film provide a fresh take on the
age-old tale, making it stand out as a memorable adaptation for the viewers, regardless
of whether they were an Austen fan prior to this film’s existence.
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Having an idea is one thing , to actually execute it and have comrades that join
you, it's another whole new level. Being a loner on the path of movies for years, it’s
kind of hard to imagine there's a chance to meet people who like to discuss films as |
did. But this group changed everything, even though most of the members are already
quite busy with their original schedule(myself included), but we still managed to
squeeze out time to kick back and immerse ourselves in the film world. and to be
honest, it’s quite a relaxing treat if you ask me.

But like all stories, this chapter is coming to a pause for now, whether it's going to
be continued or not. I'm grateful for the time that all of us had to sit together and
discuss film, life, gossip etc etc etc...... this time will stay as an important memory in
my college years, and with hope, all of us can keep in touch, as the film circle always

needs new ideas and voices to join.
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I’ve never had a group of people to talk about my interests in movies and TV shows
before. Usually it’s a more one-sided process of me searching for discussions on the
internet.Unfortunately, the in depth discussions I crave are quite rare as most are of the
same variety more often than not or horrbibly off point it’s physically painful to
witness. Having multiple people who share the same interest in movies sit together
after a viewing and discussing their thoughts is an eye opening experience I would
recommend for everyone. Our members all have vastly different tastes when it comes
to movie genres and it’s always refreshing to hear the perspectives they have going
into the film.

As a group, we have explored many genres of films, ranging from musical films,
artistic films,documentaries to fluff action ficks and anime, which allowed me to
explore the different catergories of film content, some of which I did not previously
have the pleasure to peruse. This semester we assigned a few topics and split it

between the members of our group, allowing each member to host a study session and



talk about their expertise on the subject extensively. The other members would then
interject when appropriate and share their thoughts. The exchange of thoughts and
views is what I deem the most precious element of our film study group and we have
spent many happy hours together indulging in our shared interest. I look foward to

future sessions and discussions our group will hold.
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